Template Letter – Budget Cuts To CA Immunization Programs

Dear _________:

RE: 
I am writing to urge your support in reinstating the 18 million dollars cut from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) Immunization Branch budget in October 2010. These cuts have severely affected the ability of community health centers and public health departments to provide immunization services to underserved infants, children, and adults and threaten the future of California’s statewide immunization registry program (CAIR). 
· California is in the midst of a pertussis (whooping cough) epidemic, its worst since 1947.  From January 1 through December 15, 2010, ten infants under the age of 3 months died and over 7,500 confirmed or suspected cases have been reported. The loss of funding led to the elimination of a statewide pertussis vaccination program designed to protect infants from this disease. 
· California is in the process of implementing AB 354, a bill signed into law in September 2010 that will require all incoming 7th through 12th graders to receive a Tdap immunization to protect them, younger siblings, and others from pertussis.  An estimated 1.6 million students will need to be vaccinated by start of school in the fall of 2011.
· These cuts have left little to no funding to educate families about this new requirement or to improve access to vaccination services. 
· Once rare diseases such as measles and mumps have also made an unexpected and unwelcome return. For instance, ____ cases of mumps and ___ cases of measles were reported in LA County between January 1 and December 15, 2010.   Furthermore, the funding reduction significantly limits the capacity to provide annual flu vaccinations to low-income uninsured individuals. 
In your community or program here these cuts have:

 Describe what programs, services and jobs in your area have been impacted by the budget cuts and what impact these cuts are expected to have on access to immunizations, vaccine uptake, immunization coverage levels, disease levels, etc.  
Immunizations are the most cost-effective and efficient disease prevention and health protection measure available for the people of California. For every dollar spent on vaccines, more than five dollars in direct medical costs are saved. Immunizations save lives and save money. We ask that you work with us to reinstate the $18 million dollars to CDPH. Please contact me at ___________ for more information about the programs affected in _________. 

