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THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA.
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shot of prevention

PBS Frontline's “The Vaccine War” is worth watching

Aped 20, 2000 - § Comment

By Alison Singer
President, Autism Sca Faundati

I kighly recommend PES's “The Vaceine War” which first aired on April 27 on FBS, and
which will be replayed several times this week on PES. In a rare display of tv news commeon
sense, one side i3 simply declared to bo wrong. The seience is very clear; vaceines do not
caipse antism and 1t's Eme to move on from this well debunked myth and find out what does.

The show features interviews with Dr. Paul Offit, Dr, Arthor Caplan, Dr. Anthony Fawci, Dr.
Cynihia Cristefand, Dr. Anders Hviid & Dr. Eric Fombonne, as well as with actress Jemny
MeCarthy and JB Handley of Generation Rescue,

“Scientifically, I think the matter &s settled,” savs Anders Hvizd, an epidemiologist at the
Statens Serum Institut in Denmark. In one of the largest and most comprebensive
epidemiological studies available, Hvisd and colleagues anal yzed data om meore than a half
million childres and found no link between the MMR “triple shot” for measles, mumps and
rubells and an increased rate of autism = a link that's been strongly asserted for vears by
anti-vaceine activists. Similar epidemiological studies in Denmark also failed to reveal a link
betwesn the mercury preservative thimerosal and autism. In fact, avcund the world,
peer-reviewed epidenialogical studies have found no lnk between sutism and either the
MMR shot or thimerosal.

You can watch the full episode online here.

View seleatifie studies regarding autism and vaccines here.
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Text Patients/Parents
I e

Text4Health: A Qualitative
Evaluation of Parental
Readiness for Text
Message Immunization
Reminders

| Elyse Olshen Kharbanda, MD, MPH, Melissa
5. Stockwell, MD, MPH, Harrison W. Fox, MPH,
and Vaughn I. Rickert, PsyD

We conducted focus groups and
individual interviews in a diverse
population of parents to qualitatively
explore preferences and readiness
for text message immunization re-
minders. We used content analysis
to review and independently code
transcripts. Text message reminders
were wellaccepted by parents;
many thought they would be more
effective than standard phone or
mail reminders. Parents preferred
text message reminders to be brief
and personalized. Most parents were
able to retieve sample text mes-
sages but many had difficulty with
interactive texting. (Am J Public
Health. 2009;99:2176-2178. doi:
10.2105/AJPH.2009.161364)
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A Little of This and That

Contact Ust We'd love to hear from YOU!
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