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Why Parent Forums?Why Parent Forums?



 
Counter antiCounter anti--vaccine sentiments in vaccine sentiments in 
the media and onlinethe media and online



 
Offer parents access to expertsOffer parents access to experts



 
Offer factual and scientific evidence Offer factual and scientific evidence 
about vaccines and autismabout vaccines and autism



 
Understand parent concerns Understand parent concerns 



 
Address misinformation directly Address misinformation directly 
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Benefits of a Parent ForumBenefits of a Parent Forum
Offer alternative venue to reach Offer alternative venue to reach 

parents outside usual public health parents outside usual public health 
outreach activitiesoutreach activities

Provide opportunity to promote Provide opportunity to promote 
respectful communication about respectful communication about 
vaccines & autismvaccines & autism

Allows parents to ask questions and Allows parents to ask questions and 
be informed be informed 
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Planning the ForumsPlanning the Forums


 
Located a free and accessible venue Located a free and accessible venue 
geographically convenient to targeted geographically convenient to targeted 
populationpopulation



 
Invited local experts for individual Invited local experts for individual 
presentations  presentations  



 
Promotion of the event Promotion of the event 



 
Unique features at each eventUnique features at each event
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Choosing the Location Choosing the Location 
for the Parent Forumfor the Parent Forum



 
Area with higher number of parents Area with higher number of parents 
opting out of some or all vaccines opting out of some or all vaccines 
(Personal Belief Exemptions)(Personal Belief Exemptions)



 
Area demographicsArea demographics——predominately predominately 
Caucasian neighborhoods, higher Caucasian neighborhoods, higher 
income bracket, educated and affluent income bracket, educated and affluent 
families/parents. families/parents. 
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Where held?  Where held?  


 

YMCA gymnasiumYMCA gymnasium


 

County LibraryCounty Library


 

Community Wellness Center Community Wellness Center 


 

Hospital Conference Room Hospital Conference Room 


 

Public Health CenterPublic Health Center
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The MessageThe Message



 

Title: Title: ““Everything you wanted to know Everything you wanted to know 
about the safety of childhood vaccines about the safety of childhood vaccines 
but were afraid to askbut were afraid to ask””



 

Presentations:Presentations:

-- Should I vaccinate my child?Should I vaccinate my child?

-- New facts about the causes of New facts about the causes of 
Autism, its Biological Basis and Early Autism, its Biological Basis and Early 

identificationidentification
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The experts/professionalsThe experts/professionals


 

Mark Sawyer, MDMark Sawyer, MD 

 

Eric Courchesne, PhDEric Courchesne, PhD
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Parent PanelParent Panel



 
Parent of quarantined infantParent of quarantined infant



 
Parent of high risk child with asthmaParent of high risk child with asthma



 
Parent of child who contacted Parent of child who contacted 
meningitismeningitis



 
Pediatrician with local practicePediatrician with local practice
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Promoting the ForumsPromoting the Forums



 
Email distribution Email distribution –– to everyone and to everyone and 
everywhere more than onceeverywhere more than once



 
Post to websitesPost to websites



 
Share information at community Share information at community 
meetingsmeetings



 
Ask colleagues to share the messageAsk colleagues to share the message



 
Distribute in Spanish as wellDistribute in Spanish as well
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Event FlyersEvent Flyers
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Event FlyersEvent Flyers
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Media OutreachMedia Outreach 
(through partners)(through partners)



 
Calendar item in newspapers Calendar item in newspapers 



 
Use onUse on--line calendars (local venues: line calendars (local venues: 
KPBS, San Diego Parents MagazineKPBS, San Diego Parents Magazine



 
Create and send Press ReleaseCreate and send Press Release



 
Media Advisory Media Advisory 



 
Radio and TV interviews Radio and TV interviews –– Dr. SawyerDr. Sawyer



 
Interview Parents/AttendeesInterview Parents/Attendees



 
Create PSACreate PSA’’s for Spanish Radio  s for Spanish Radio  
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Parent Forum 4/27/10Parent Forum 4/27/10
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Welcome to the Parent Forum 
4/27/10
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Dr. Courchesne on autism…
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Attendees &  DemographicsAttendees &  Demographics


 

North County 1 North County 1 –– 
White/higher income area White/higher income area 
47 attendees47 attendees



 

North County 2 North County 2 –– 
white/higher income area white/higher income area 
57 attendees57 attendees



 

Mid city area Mid city area –– multimulti--ethnic ethnic 
(Somali, Hispanic and (Somali, Hispanic and 
White) White) 45 attendees45 attendees



 

North County 3 Inland North County 3 Inland –– 
multi ethnic multi ethnic 37 attended37 attended



 

South Region South Region ––Latino, Latino, 
white, Asian white, Asian 15 attended15 attended
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Evaluation QuestionsEvaluation Questions


 

How did you hear about the parent forum? How did you hear about the parent forum? 



 

Have you ever delayed or not received Have you ever delayed or not received 
vaccines (for your child) because of vaccines (for your child) because of 
concerns about safety or side effects?concerns about safety or side effects?



 

Have your opinions about vaccines changed Have your opinions about vaccines changed 
after attending this forum?after attending this forum?



 

Speakers Speakers –– informative and helpful?informative and helpful?


 

What motivated you to attend this forum?   What motivated you to attend this forum?   



 

Would you be interested in attending a Would you be interested in attending a 
similar event in the future?similar event in the future?
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Have you ever delayed or not received Have you ever delayed or not received 
vaccines (for your child) because of vaccines (for your child) because of 

concerns about safety or side effects?concerns about safety or side effects?

Yes
20%

No
80%

What vaccines?

-“Most have been delayed, don’t have 
records with me”

-“Hep B, Polio (only delayed 3 
months), also only had the 1st and 2nd 
dose of Rotavirus vaccine but not the 
3rd due to a severe case of diarrhea 
after the 2nd dose.  Pediatrician 
recommended not for my daughter”

-“Chose kindergarten vaccines at 5 
years instead of recommended 4 
years”

“No, but split them up”

“No, but I wanted to and seriously considered it”

n=15
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Evaluation QuestionsEvaluation Questions



 

Would you be likely to recommend future Would you be likely to recommend future 
events such as these to a friend?events such as these to a friend?



 

What was the What was the mostmost valuable aspect of valuable aspect of 
the forum?the forum?



 

What was the What was the leastleast valuable aspect of the valuable aspect of the 
forum? forum? 



 

What is your zip code?What is your zip code?


 

Was the registration process easyWas the registration process easy


 

Please provide any comments or Please provide any comments or 
suggestionssuggestions
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Added ValueAdded Value


 
Invited parents to share their stories Invited parents to share their stories 



 
Utilized videos during registrationUtilized videos during registration



 
Created a display board on vaccinesCreated a display board on vaccines



 
Set up a table of materials Set up a table of materials 



 
Video taped the sessionsVideo taped the sessions



 
Invited media to the eventInvited media to the event



 
Posted Q & A to the SDIB websitePosted Q & A to the SDIB website
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For the experts For the experts –– 
Share what you knowShare what you know



 

Answer the questions Answer the questions ------ there is no dumb there is no dumb 
question!question!



 

If you donIf you don’’t know t know ------ say it!say it!



 

As the expert As the expert –– know your stuff!know your stuff!



 

Have resourceHave resource’’s to share s to share –– websites, websites, 
articles, facts, figuresarticles, facts, figures



 

Make yourself available to the audienceMake yourself available to the audience
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You to can do this!You to can do this!


 
Seek out local experts Seek out local experts 



 
Seek out parents willing to share their Seek out parents willing to share their 
storiesstories



 
Work with and build partnerships  Work with and build partnerships  



 
Try it outTry it out------ start where you are start where you are 
comfortablecomfortable



 
Start the conversationStart the conversation
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The Cost of a ForumThe Cost of a Forum


 

Staff time: how many hrs and how many Staff time: how many hrs and how many 
needed to participate (Hrs x $)needed to participate (Hrs x $)



 

Speakers prep time, presentation time and Speakers prep time, presentation time and 
travel and honoraria (Hrs x $)travel and honoraria (Hrs x $)



 

Advertising Advertising –– email, PSAemail, PSA’’s ($1200 for 4 s ($1200 for 4 
radio spots), printing, banner printing, radio spots), printing, banner printing, 
materialsmaterials



 

Refreshments Refreshments –– depends on # of peopledepends on # of people



 

Translation servicesTranslation services
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Impact of a Parent ForumImpact of a Parent Forum

Priceless!Priceless!
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