


Ancient Mandatory (Compulsory) 
Immunization Law in CaliforniaImmunization Law in California

• First laws ~100 years agoy g
• Smallpox
• Personal belief exemption allowed
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HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 
SECTION 120325 120380SECTION 120325-120380

…it is the intent of the Legislature to provide: (a) A means for the…it is the intent of the Legislature to provide:   (a) A means for the 
eventual achievement of total immunization of appropriate age 
groups against the following childhood diseases:  

(1) Diphtheria.   
(2) Hepatitis B.   
(3) Haemophilus influenzae type b.   
( )

(5) Mumps.   
(6) Pertussis (whooping cough).   
(7) Poliomyelitis.   
(8)(4) Measles.   (8) Rubella.   
(9) Tetanus.

Any other disease that is consistent with the most currentAny other disease that is consistent with the most current 
recommendations of the United States Public Health Services' 
Centers for Disease Control Immunization Practices Advisory 
Committee and the American Academy of Pediatrics Committee of y
Infectious Diseases, and deemed appropriate by the department.



Vaccine doses required by regulations
(CCR Title 17 §6020)(CCR, Title 17, §6020)

• Definitions, like what is a pupil, school entry
• Vaccine doses specifically required in 

regulations ( table on page D-78 of blue book)regulations ( table on page D-78 of blue book)
• CA law is based on number of doses; interval is 

intentionally not required except in very specific 
cases.



Vaccines RequiredVaccines Required
• Vaccines required specifically in California H&S q p y

Code, Section 120325-120380
• Authority to department (public health) to 

implement via regulationsimplement via regulations
• Code restrictions must be accommodated in 

regulations  g
• Pertussis, Mumps specifically not required in code over 

the age of 7
• Varicella required only for certain kidsVaricella required only for certain kids



California School Immunization LawCalifornia School Immunization Law

• §120365 Health and Safety Code• §120365 Health and Safety Code
 Immunization of a person shall not be required for 

admission to a school or other institution listed in 
120335 if th t di d lt h h120335 if the parent or guardian or adult who has 
assumed custody in the case of a minor, files with the 
governing authority a letter or affidavit stating that 
i i ti i t t hi h b li fimmunization is contrary to his or her belief







Rates of PBEs Among Children Entering 
Kindergarten by County 2008Kindergarten by County, 2008


