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• All lines will be muted during the program
• Please use the Q & A box to communicate with the moderators
• Webinar is being recorded and link will be posted to the California 

Immunization Coalition website: https://www.immunizeca.org/ and 
the CIC YouTube page:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCklkZ1SZQNQLcpmNpeQpDAg

https://www.immunizeca.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCklkZ1SZQNQLcpmNpeQpDAg


Questions for Presenter

• To ask a question or leave a comment use the 
Q&A feature located at bottom of screen

• Questions will be answered after the 
presentation, as time permits

• Additional questions may be sent to 
info@immunizeca.org for email response 
after the webinar.

mailto:info@immunizeca.org


Frequently Asked Questions

1. Where can I watch this presentation again?

A copy will be posted on CIC's YouTube channel

Yes - a copy will be posted on CIC’s website
You can access CIC’s YouTube channel at: www.ImmunizeCA.org/Education-Hour/
Or directly at CIC's YouTube page https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCklkZ1SZQNQLcpmNpeQpDAg

2. Will this presentation be posted somewhere?



http://www.immunizeca.org/education-hour/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCklkZ1SZQNQLcpmNpeQpDAg


Today’s Host and Moderator
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Meg Dorsey, RN, BSN, PHNII
CIC Education Committee Chair
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Coordinator for Health and Wellness at the 
Orange County Department of Education

Pamela Kahn, MPH, RN, NCSN

School Vaccination Updates
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Instructor for the School Nurse Credential 
Program at Sacramento State University

Joan Edelstein, DrPH, MSN, RN, PHN
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Schools’ and school 
nurses’ role in 

Medical Exemptions
Pamela Kahn, MPH, RN and Joan Edelstein, DrPH, RN

December 15, 2021 



Objectives

Upon completion of this webinar, attendees will be able to:
• Describe the rationale behind SB276 (Pan) Immunizations: medical 

exemptions
• Identify available resources that may be used for immunization 

assessment, reporting, and medical exemption management.
• Determine the value of tracking immunization data.
• Formulate communication strategies for use with parents around 

the issue of medical exemptions.



History and legislation

• 2015 SB277 (Pan) eliminated Personal Belief Exemption (PBE)
• Required vaccines increased from 92.8% to 95.1% in two years
• Medical exemptions (MEs) increased from 0.2% to 0.7% - a 250% increase

• Concerned school nurses were reporting questionable MEs
• 2019 SB276 (Pan) and SB714 gave CDPH authority over MEs
• CAIR-ME database created and in place January 1, 2021
• CDPH revoked MEs from disciplined physicians prior to 1/1/20 
• Schools/school nurses tasked with notifying parents

• Schools/school nurses tasked with initiating appeals requested by parents

https://cair.cdph.ca.gov/exemptions/home


MEs that expire

• MEs expire:
• When the child enrolls in the next grade span (TK/K, 7th)
• On the expiration date specified in a temporary medical exemption
• With permanent revocation of the exemption.



MEs that are revoked

• MEs written prior to January 1, 2020 by any physician who has been 
disciplined for any reason are revoked

• MEs written January 1, 2020– December 31, 2020 are not addressed
• Searchable list of disciplined physcians as of March 2021
• The best way to determine if a physician has been disciplined is to do a 

license search:
• Enter Medical Board of California for Board s and Bureaus (easiest) OR 

Physicians and Surgeons under Medical Board for License type
• Enter first and last names (at least last name)
• Click on “SEARCH”
• Questions? Select “MORE DETAIL” 

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/shotsforschool/Pre2020MEs_Letter.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/shotsforschool/2021MBC_OMBCDisciplinedDoctors.pdf
https://search.dca.ca.gov/


School/school nurse role in revoking MEs

• Review ALL MEs written prior to January 1, 2020
• Suggest making a spreadsheet or other document to keep
• Check each physician’s name as appropriate
• Notify family ASAP if the student’s ME is revoked 
• Provide a notice of not more than 10 days to initiate vaccination
• If a family wants to appeal, they have 30 days from the date of 

notification and student may attend school
• School/school nurse initiates the appeal form on family’s behalf

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/shotsforschool/Pre2020ExemptionAppealForm.pdf


School/school nurse role in revoking MEs

• The school/school nurse initiates the appeal form because they:
• have on file a readily accessible copy of the medical exemption 

documentation that is subject of the appeal
• know the date they notified the parents of the revocation in relation to the 

30-day appeal timeframe noted in state law

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/shotsforschool/Pre2020ExemptionAppealForm.pdf


School/school nurse role in revoking MEs

• Dealing with (angry/upset/frantic) parents
• Provide information related to ME FAQs
• Try not to engage; maintain boundaries
• Practice active listening and validating concerns
• Be clear this is a state law and state directive
• Refer to supervisor if necessary

https://www.shotsforschool.org/laws/exemptions/


Communication Strategies

• Responding calmly to upset parents
• Tips for handling angry parents (for MEs, leave out #5)
• Dealing with angry parents or community members
• Note - these strategies are for school related issues.                       

This is a state law related issue over which you have limited 
control. Be clear about that and consider it when evaluating 
suggested responses

https://www.edutopia.org/article/responding-calmly-upset-parents
https://www.jackrabbitcare.com/blog/tips-for-handling-angry-parents/
https://content.acsa.org/dealing-with-angry-parents-or-community-members/


Sample situations – quick response

• I won’t enroll my child at your school
• He’s in 10th grade and you have no right to look at any student 

who’s not in kindergarten or 7th grade
• I’ll call my attorney
• Do you know of any clinics or offices that offer cleaner or 

separated vaccines that don’t contain aluminum adjuvants?     
Kaiser doesn’t offer these safer versions. 



Questions

• Joan Edelstein
• Joan.Edelstein@csus.edu

mailto:Joan.Edelstein@csus.edu
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Population Assessment Coordinator For The 
California Department of Public Health 
Immunization Branch

Kristen Finch, MPH
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CDPH SCHOOL RESOURCES & 
DATA

KRISTEN FINCH, MPH
POPULATION ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH



ASSESSMENT TIMELINE

IZ 
Record/ 

Blue Card

School 
Survey

State 
Summary 

Report

CDC 
MMWR



• Requirements & updates at www.shotsforschool.org 



GUIDE TO IMMUNIZATION 
REQUIREMENTS
FOR SCHOOL ENTRY



IZ Record/ Blue 
Card YEAR-AROUND





School 
Survey



HOW IS YOUR SCHOOL DOING?

State 
Summary 

Report



HTTPS://WWW.SHOTSFORSCHOOL.ORG/K-12/REPORTING-DATA/

State 
Summary 

Report



CDC 
MMWR





QUESTIONS?
• Reporting related:

SchoolAssessments@cdph.ca.gov

• Requirement related: 
Shotsforschool@cdph.ca.gov

• Medical Exemptions:
medicalexemptions@cdph.ca.gov

mailto:SchoolAssessments@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:Shotsforschool@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:medicalexemptions@cdph.ca.gov
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Questions?
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Final Thoughts



CDPH Mobile Clinic or a Pop-up 
Vaccination Event

• Any school interested in hosting a mobile clinic 
or a pop-up vaccination event can do so at no 
charge to them by completing this 
survey:https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/mobile
vaccination

• One of the options listed at: 
https://www.shotsforschool.org/k-12/clinics/

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/mobilevaccination
https://www.shotsforschool.org/k-12/clinics/


Digital COVID 19 Vaccination Record



Digital COVID 19 Vaccination Record
myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov

• Enter your first name, your last name, and your date of birth

• Provide a cell phone number or email.

• Create a 4-digit PIN to access your vaccine record.

• Verify your identity by checking the box and click the "submit" button.

• Receive a text or email with a link to your vaccine record.

• Click on the link and enter that PIN you just created.

• This will give you your vaccine record with a QR code.



Digital COVID 19 Vaccination Record
https://thecommonsproject.org/smart-health-card-verifier



Evaluation

At the end of this webinar an Evaluation will pop up on your screen.

The evaluation should take approximately 5 minutes to complete.
We are grateful for your time.

CIC utilizes the evaluation from our Education Hours to guide us in 
future endeavors as well as sharing the performance of the education 
hour with our stake holders.



Frequently Asked Questions
2. Will I receive a copy of the webinar recording?

Yes – a copy will be posted on the ImmunizeCA.org site 

Yes - a copy will be posted on the ImmunizeCA.org site 




2. Will I receive a copy of the webinar recording?



www.immunizeCA.org

Thank you for your support and 
your participation!
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