
             

California Providers of Pediatric Services, 

We urge all providers of pediatric services to remain vigilant in making a strong recommendation for 
COVID-19 and influenza vaccination to protect children and those around them – especially now as 
families gather for the holidays.    

Recent authorizations of bivalent COVID-19 vaccines for children 5 years and up will help protect your 
patients from the ever-evolving SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes COVID-19. While most cases among 
children are mild, COVID-19 can be serious—attributed to over 122,000 hospitalizations and 1500 
deaths among children in the US.  

Fall and winter well-child checks, acute care visits and walk-in hours are good opportunities to immunize 
patients against COVID-19 and influenza, which can help prevent disease spread during this time when 
we are seeing a surge in respiratory infections.  

Vaccination rates among California children remain very low. Approximately 58% of children 5-17 years 
of age and only about 10% of children in California younger than 5 years of age have received their first 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

Influenza vaccination of children and adolescents also remain extremely low. Vaccination coverage for 
all children as of week ending November 5, 2022, is only around 31% in California.   

Parents and caregivers trust you as their child’s healthcare practitioner, to provide the best guidance 
and care for their children. In conversations and messages with parents and caregivers, your 
recommendation of COVID-19 and influenza vaccine as the best protection against severe disease is a 
powerful tool to promote child health. 

Strategies to Consider: 

1. If you haven’t already, consider enrolling in the California COVID-19 Vaccination Program, to 
begin administering COVID-19 vaccine in your clinic.   

2. Promote COVID-19 vaccine availability to your patients via patient portals or other 
communications; some families may still be unaware children under 5 years of age are eligible 
to get vaccinated. 

3. Reach out to schedule in-person appointments using a Robocall Script or Letter. 
4. Implement EHR prompts to remind clinic staff when patients are due for COVID-19 vaccines and 

boosters. 
5. Administer COVID-19 vaccines at all visits, including well-child checks and while patients get 

vaccinated against flu. 
6. Use the immunization registry and/or your EHR to identify those due for COVID-19 vaccination. 
7. Schedule 2nd doses and boosters before families leave the clinic.  
8. Plan immunization catch-up clinics at convenient times for working parents, including 

weekends and evenings.  
9. Personal accounts are persuasive and memorable; share the reasons why you believe 

vaccinating against COVID-19 is still important.  
10. Consider modifying your clinic’s post COVID-19 vaccination observational time, as the 15-minute 

observational period is now optional. See CDC clinical considerations for more details. 

https://ab1ee995966d418da4b12a48bc7a4390.marketingusercontent.com/m/messagecontent/wQrXaBdmxmlIDHKjuGUG3foxCyDfMr7goupxzsvcKjox#msdynttrid=NaEHTPQV6qPRLCF1L7i_OSJqeMJnqn_-nqNw74YjQBk
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1415-VFC.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1415-VFC.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ab1ee995966d418da4b12a48bc7a4390.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/awsQ4LXIhuGuwHuJ22YUt1sPrLHg1m1tABpzVJ0ri1Yx/ybs26R9hPxsPS3e7AUhOGQg1U5NNdcxx02gXNeiEs3Ix__;!!AvL6XA!0-OKPiueosF2kIYdPdG0-u-2Qi9I96dfEWtp89I3eNfP55qfnc5tB4j3yCQq15XiZWm5AiRuHqps03QGvArdLjyU-4l97K2VyrA1qg$
https://eziz.org/covid/enrollment/
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/ProviderRobocallMsgTemplate.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/ProviderToPatientLetterTemplate.docx
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cairweb.org/reminder-recall-upgrade/__;!!AvL6XA!0vJX3oXQZfNAgRfviXj3LS41v2dGFtCSQK1pV5oeHFn5SLlECwqimJ87-McRXh6FTaVDHrARN-H2Oej14pFsoI6gj10XhfgI9jgZ$
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Additional Resources: 

• Resources to Promote the COVID-19 Vaccine for 
Children & Teens (CDC) 

• Talking with Parents about COVID-19 Vaccines for 
Children Webinar  

• Don’t Wait – Vaccinate Toolkit  

• California COVID-19 Vaccination Program 

• COVID-19 Vaccine Timing Schedule 

• COVID-19 Vaccine Product Guide 

• COVID-19 Vaccination Best Practice Checklist 

 

Thank you for keeping California kids healthy this holiday season and beyond. 

Sincerely, 

 
Yasuko Fukuda, MD FAAP 

Chair, American Academy of Pediatrics, District IX California 
 
 
 
Lauren Simon, MD 
President, California Academy of Family Physicians 

 

Jasjit Singh, MD 
President, California Immunization Coalition 
 

 
Donaldo Hernandez, MD 
President, California Medical Association 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ab1ee995966d418da4b12a48bc7a4390.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/37EjnzhY3FAjeGXGKGoKCa1PqAPsTYxGNTITypTQ9bAx/jDP6ebfuaqxnlcpdvNDeqxnBg0iuplhAle7sHVXKbjkx__;!!AvL6XA!2NXjulUdGFAc9_13jnS5Y9AiwxVtQBhJ7vTju2r4YOuVttxk99zFPITKdns8petijr-uHKJy24Wag__MzC3v7v2oUPyUuq5xPLV86g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ab1ee995966d418da4b12a48bc7a4390.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/37EjnzhY3FAjeGXGKGoKCa1PqAPsTYxGNTITypTQ9bAx/jDP6ebfuaqxnlcpdvNDeqxnBg0iuplhAle7sHVXKbjkx__;!!AvL6XA!2NXjulUdGFAc9_13jnS5Y9AiwxVtQBhJ7vTju2r4YOuVttxk99zFPITKdns8petijr-uHKJy24Wag__MzC3v7v2oUPyUuq5xPLV86g$
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhUcoeLEUWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhUcoeLEUWg
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Don%E2%80%99t-Wait-Vaccinate.aspx
https://eziz.org/covid/
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1399.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1439.pdf

